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Discriminatory Policing

















	
 
 

 The effort to end the NYPD’s racially discriminatory policing practices is much more than a courtroom fight. It is a broad movement of New Yorkers working to create a city in which everyone’s rights are respected.


CREDIT: Tim Schreier




	
 
 

 In our landmark, class-action lawsuit, CCR challenged the NYPD’s stop-and-frisk practices. The court found racial discrimination and 4th Amendment violations, ordering a reform process that includes input from affected communities.


	
 
 

 CCR has sued the NYPD over its widespread, unlawful surveillance of Muslim communities in New Jersey.












Cases





Floyd, et al. v. City of New York, et al.



A federal class action lawsuit against the City of New York that challenges the NYPD's practices of racial profiling and unconstitutional stop and frisks.








Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Derek Lee



This case aims to end the state of Pennsylvania’s mandatory imposition of death-by-incarceration sentences, otherwise known as life without parole, for Derek Lee and others convicted of felony murder...








ICE Citizens Academy FOIA



In July 2020, ICE announced it would be holding a "Citizens Academy" in Chicago, Illinois where civilian invitees would be trained in various enforcement techniques used by the law enforcement agency...








Women in Struggle, et al. v. Bain, et al.



An anticipated 1,000 people planned to march in Orlando, Florida on October 7, 2023 in support of transgender youth and other marginalized communities. But participants in this historic grassroots...








Tanvir v. Tanzin (formerly Tanvir v. Holder and Tanvir v. Lynch)



A federal lawsuit that challenges the FBI’s abuse of the No-Fly List to coerce law-abiding American Muslims into spying on their religious communities.








Black Love Resists in the Rust v. City of Buffalo



In the summer of 2012, the Buffalo Police Department created a "Strike Force" Unit to aggressively patrol and conduct vehicle checkpoints in "high crime" areas of the city. While purportedly set up...








Doe v. Hood



In 2003, in the landmark decision Lawrence v. Texas , the United States Supreme Court declared that state statutes that criminalize sodomy are unconstitutional. In its sweeping decision, the Supreme...








Crimes Against Nature by Solicitation (CANS) Litigation



Successful challenges to Louisiana’s requirement that people convicted of Crime Against Nature by Solicitation (CANS) register as sex offenders.








Operation Palladium FOIA



The lawsuit seeks to compel both the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement agency (ICE) and the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) to release documents pertaining to “Operation Palladium,” an...








Furlow v. Belmar



For many years, St. Louis and surrounding Missouri counties have permitted police officers to issue the equivalent of a statewide arrest warrant into an electronic database, designating an individual...








National Day Laborer Organizing Network (NDLON) v. US Immigration and Customs Enforcement Agency (ICE)



National Day Laborer Organizing Network (NDLON) v. U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement Agency (ICE) was a Freedom of Information (FOIA) lawsuit that forced the U.S. government to release...








Turkmen v. Ashcroft



A class action lawsuit challenging the 9/11 immigration detentions.








Scott v. Pennsylvania Board of Probation and Parole



Scott v. PA Board of Probation and Parole is a lawsuit in the Commonwealth Court of Pennsylvania on behalf of six individuals serving mandatory sentences of Death By Incarceration (DBI), also known...








Hassan v. City of New York



Challenges the NYPD’s suspicionless surveillance of Muslim Americans on the basis of their Muslim identity








Weaver Amicus Brief



The Center for Constitutional Rights, along with Bronx Defenders, the Legal Aid Society, NAACP-LDF, NYCLU, and the law firm of Beldock, Levine & Hoffman, filed an amicus brief in support of the...








50-a Motion to Intervene



Communities United for Police Reform (CPR), represented by the Center for Constitutional Rights and the law firm Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP, is filing a motion to intervene in a lawsuit...








Ousman Darboe Amicus Brief



On December 10, 2020, the Center for Constitutional Rights and The Innocence Project submitted an amicus brief in a Second Circuit lawsuit, Darboe v. Barr, challenging the removal order of Ousman...








Gonzalez Morales v. Gillis



Gonzalez Morales v. Gillis is a federal lawsuit against facility warden Shawn Gillis and Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) officials on behalf of four medically vulnerable people currently...








Ache v. Witte



Ache v. Witte is a federal lawsuit against Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) officials on behalf of 14 medically vulnerable people currently held in immigration detention at Pine Prairie...








Color of Change v. Department of Homeland Security and Federal Bureau of Investigation



In July 2016, Color of Change (COC) and the Center for Constitutional Rights filed a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Request seeking information from the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS)...








Daniels, et al. v. the City of New York



A class action lawsuit to challenge the NYPD’s policy of conducting stop-and-frisks without reasonable suspicion of criminal activity as required by the Fourth Amendment. Additionally, the...








Ibrahim v. Department of Homeland Security (Amicus)



Plaintiff Rahinah Ibrahim is a Muslim woman and a citizen of Malaysia who was a doctoral student at Stanford University writing her thesis on affordable housing. She has neither a criminal record nor...








Amicus Brief in Glik v. Cunniffe, et al.



CCR has submitted an amicus brief in Glik v. Cunniffe before the First Circuit Court of Appeals on behalf of Berkeley Copwatch, Communities United against Police Brutality, Justice Committee,...








Bandele v. City of New York



Bandele v. City of New York was a federal civil rights lawsuit brought against the City of New York and three NYPD officers in 2007. It charges that the defendants falsely arrested and imprisoned the...








Center for Constitutional Rights v. Pittsburgh (Taser case)



In 2007, the CCR filed a lawsuit against the City of Pittsburgh and various City Police officers alleging that the Pittsburgh police unconstitutionally used TASERS against peaceful demonstrators at...








Codepink Pittsburgh Women for Peace et al v U.S. Secret Service et al. (G20 Protest)



CCR filed this federal suit to protect the First Amendment rights of peace, social justice and environmental justice groups to dissent and protest at and around the G-20 summit, held in Pittsburgh...








Taylor v. Hayes



Taylor v. Hayes is a civil case that went up to the Supreme Court in which the Center for Constitutional Rights (CCR) contested Kentucky attorney Dan Taylor’s four-and-a half-year jail sentence for...








State of Washington v. Wanrow



State of Washington v. Wanrow is a lawsuit that challenged the murder conviction of Yvonne Swan Wanrow on the grounds of a woman’s right to self-defense against harm to herself or her child. Yvonne...








Puerto Rican Subversives List



“Puerto Rican Subversives List” refers to the work CCR did with the Instituto Puertorriqueño de Derechos Civilies, an organization founded by José Antonio “Abi” Lugo, a former CCR attorney, and other...

























 









CCR has tenaciously challenged discriminatory policing for decades, recognizing that discrimination and police violence do not arise as isolated incidents but are deeply embedded within our criminal justice system. We have challenged both local law enforcement (most notably the NYPD) and federal agencies (such as the FBI, DHS, and ICE) on behalf of communities of color, Muslims, LGBTQI people, and immigrant communities. We have challenged these practices in numerous iterations, from racially discriminatory stop-and-frisk practices to the post-9/11 surveillance and harassment of Muslims; from legislation that unequally punishes LGBTQI people to the unlawful and terrifying law enforcement raids of immigrant homes. Our litigation and advocacy work supports broader organizing efforts by our clients and partners, and in turn has often become a focal point around which affected communities rally. CCR has been a proud supporter of and participant in these efforts. Most notable in this regard is CCR’s deep collaboration with Communities United for Police Reform, which successfully mobilized New York City to #ChangetheNYPD.












































 







News

See more News




March 7, 2024
Center for Constitutional Rights Condemns Governor Hochul's Unconstitutional “Subway Safety” Plan

March 7, 2024, New York – In response to the governor of New York’s announcement of a five-point “subway safety” plan, the Center for Constitutional Rights issued the following statement: The Center for Constitutional Rights unequivocally condemns Governor Kathy Hochul's recently announced five-...



February 25, 2024
How the ADL's Anti-Palestinian Advocacy Helped Shape U.S. Terror Laws

...“In the history of U.S. terrorism law, Palestine is the elephant in the room,” said Darryl Li, an anthropologist and legal scholar at the University of Chicago and author of the report. The legal analysis, co-published by the Center for Constitutional Rights and Palestine Legal, a group that...
The Intercept
 


February 16, 2024
PA Supreme Court Agrees to Rule on Constitutionality of Life Without Parole for Felony Murder

Case could have national implications for movement against death by incarceration February 16, 2023, Harrisburg, PA – The Pennsylvania Supreme Court has agreed to hear a landmark case brought by a man challenging the constitutionality of his sentence: life without parole for felony murder. Derek...



January 21, 2024
Families of People Killed by NYPD Brace for Eric Adams to Veto Criminal Justice Reform Bills

... “Stops are increasing, the number of police killings are increasing, the racial disparity in who is being stopped is increasing,” said Samah Sisay, staff attorney at the Center for Constitutional Rights, part of the coalition of more than 100 groups backing the police accountability measures. “...
The Intercept
 


January 19, 2024
Center for Constitutional Rights Condemns Mayor Adams’ Veto of How Many Stops Act 

January 19, 2024, New York – In response to Mayor Adams’ veto of the police transparency legislation the How Many Stops Act (HMSA), the Center for Constitutional Rights issued the following statement: As unconstitutional and racially discriminatory stops and frisks by the NYPD increase, police...



December 21, 2023
Palestine Solidarity Crackdown: Challenges in the US & Europe

..."The repression itself is not unprecedented, but the level and scale feel like nothing we have had to face before. Those particularly working in the legal response to this crackdown have noted that the numbers of reported instances of repression are at an all-time high. But I do think it is...
 Al-Shabaka: The Palestinian Policy Network
 




 

















Resources

See more Resources 



March 6, 2024
Sweet Tea with Transparency: An Open Records Resource for Movements in the South

Resource 


August 21, 2023
Supporting the Movement to Stop Cop City

Resource 


September 9, 2013
U.S. Government and Compliance with the ICCPR

Resource 


May 18, 2022
U.S. Government and Compliance with CERD Treaty

Resource 


April 21, 2023
Engagement with UN Expert Mechanism to Advance Racial Justice and Equality in Law Enforcement (UN EMLER)

Resource 


March 17, 2023
Marking the 10th Anniversary of Landmark "Stop-and-Frisk" Trial

Resource 




 

















Opinion Pieces

See more Opinion Pieces 



Stop and Frisk 10 years later: how many more stops?

 August 21, 2023 

...A decade later, while we commemorate this legal and organizing breakthrough, we’re also taking stock of its impact, and the stark truth is stops are actually on the rise again. The latest Monitor’s report …found that nearly all– 97% –of those stopped by the NYPD’s Neighborhood Safety Teams (... 


Opinion: Rejecting the Notion of a ‘Feminist’ Jail for Harlem

 August 5, 2022 

... As officials across the country move to criminalize people for accessing abortion, reproductive and gender-affirming care, Gov. Kathy Hochul and Mayor Eric Adams have attempted to position themselves as strong gender and reproductive justice advocates , promising commitments to bodily autonomy... 


Another Voice: The BPD has targeted Black Buffalonians for too long

 July 15, 2022 

...When I was growing up on Buffalo’s East Side, most, if not all, of my neighbors were Black. The racial composition of my neighborhood was no accident; it was the byproduct of Buffalo’s shameful legacy of racial residential segregation. I was simultaneously part of a vibrant Black community and a... 




 

















News Videos

See more Videos 



December 27, 2017

Meet the Federal Judge Trump Attacked for Ruling NYPD’s Stop & Frisk Policy was Unconstitutional


Democracy Now!
 


September 19, 2017

Who will decide what NYPD body camera videos the public can see?


NY1
 


June 27, 2017

Court: Bush Administration Officials Can't Be Held Liable for Post-9/11 Mass Roundup of Muslims


Democracy Now!
 




 




















Spread the word
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Support CCR

Join us on the front lines for social justice!

Donate

















 

















Take Action

See more Actions 



Stay up to date on the stop and frisk reform process

 

Most of the work being done towards police reform in the wake of our Floyd v. City of New York... 




 

















Experts

See more Experts 




Baher Azmy

Legal Director
 



Vincent Warren

Executive Director
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